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Using the classroom builder app, I have created the above high school classroom 
(Spanish).    

Size of classroom:  More often than not I have worked in rectangular classrooms.
 I therefore have chosen this design.

 Classroom demographics (number and type of students):  I expect to have 
around 30 students in my classroom next year if I go back to the classroom so the 
number of students was based on this.  Students will be from varied backgrounds: 



African-American, non or limited Spanish-speaking Latinos, Anglo and some 
students of Asian backgrounds.  Many of my Latino students will understand much
Spanish, and speak some or little.  Most will not read or write Spanish.  I need to 
take care in placing groups at tables that allow for these students to share their 
knowledge with their group mates without isolating themselves.  African-
American students, at least on the west coast, have historically been involved with 
linguistic conflicts with speakers of languages other than English (most notably 
Spanish).  Groupings will need to take this into consideration so that these students
do not feel that they are feeling disadvantaged by any speakers that may bring 
more skills to a group.  Students of Asian backgrounds on the west coast, generally
speaking, may be more quiet in class.  I will consider this when making my 
groupings, perhaps placing then closer to the front so that I can more easily call on 
them to participate.  Keep in mind, these are based on generalizations that 
generally hold true, but cannot exactly predict the behavior of any one individual.
 Constant adjustments will be made as needed and appropriate.

Type of furniture and flooring:  I am a minimalist.  I do not like clutter or 
holding on to things.  I will have two bookshelves to hold textbooks, reference 
books and student binders.  I may add another bookshelf if I am required to keep a 
classroom library for SSR.

Windows:  I really hope I have three windows.  I like natural light (not the beer!) 
and I try to avoid turning on the lights whenever possible.  However, I would need 
a way for much of the light to be kept out when I run the projector, which will be 
often.  This may mitigate the need for natural light if it not available for the entire 
day.

Storage:  I don't plan to store anything in the classroom.  The more space 
available, the more space needed.

Technology needs:  I will not have classroom computers.  Most desktops are 
antiquated, especially with Windows  XP no longer supported.  Google Chrome 
carts are becoming the standard and these are generally stored in a central location 
and borrowed by individual teachers.  I will have a projector with media inputs that
will allow for my various multimedia presentations and activities.



Student seating:  Students were placed so that as many students as possible can 
see the screen without great difficulty.  I will train the students who naturally sit 
away from the screen to attend to the front of the room during direct instruction or 
presentations.  In the attached classroom, I did not account for my need to easily 
access all students in the room.  I will move the tables on the sides of the room a 
bit so that I can get by and see all students work and activities without overly 
violating their personal space.

Teacher and staff (if applicable) seating:  I use a small desk and a horseshoe 
table to tutor individual or small groups of students during group work.

Discussion:
I feel that this design will help me better manage the class and reduce discipline 
problems by allowing me to effectively work the room and monitor all or most of 
the students from any position in the room.  Also, I can walk about the room 
during presentations and check-in with students checking out.  Also, with my 
purposeful groupings, I hope to reduce discipline challenges by having harmonious
groups working in a comfortable and safe space.
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